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COLORADO FEDERATION 
         OF CHAPTERS 
               NEWSLETTER 
             January, February, March 2008 

 
MESSAGE FROM THE PRESIDENT:  Martha Leiker 

This is an exciting year because the Presidential debates are  
monopolizing the news broadcasts. Candidates are debating 
one issue or another.  The NARFE National offices are up for 
election so there will be candidates formulating their plans and 
featured in the  NARFE magazine beginning with the April issue.  
Regional Vice Presidents will also be running for election or re-
election.  The Region VII Vice President’s position is also up for 
election.  I have decided to run for this position but more about that 
on another page. 
 
The National Executive Board has eliminated the Current 
Employee Incentive Program, so effective January 1, 2008, all new 
CFEs or AFEs, as they are now called, will join NARFE at the 

standard first-year membership fee of $33.00.  Upon completion of the first year, AFEs will 
renew at the standard NARFE dues structure.   The $8.00 AFE “finder fee” will continue for 
members/chapters who recruit AFEs. 
 
At the beginning of the year the F-7 report (Chapter Officers Roster) changes are sent to 
National.  It’s important that one of the first duties new federations and chapter presidents 
perform is to enable their chapters or federations to retrieve reports from the NARFE web site. 
 
Every year there seems to be a problem with new chapter presidents accessing their 
reports online.  The federations and chapter presidents are the only officers who can create 
usernames and passwords to enable the retrieval of reports from the NARFE Web site.  The 
officers can then distribute the username and password they created to whomever they desire to 
have access to the reports. 
 
Whenever a new president is recognized at NARFE Headquarters, the username and password 
is automatically re-set (deleted).  The incoming presidents must create new usernames and 
passwords, or they may re-enter the old ones that were in place when they took office. 
 
The new IRS filing requirements for Chapters and Federations:  Form 990-N, also known as the 
e-Postcard, must be filed electronically.  There will be no paper form. All chapters in the 
federation must file this e-Postcard by May 15th.  If anyone needs help with this 
e-Postcard, please call the Federation Treasurer. 
 
The Colorado State Convention will be held May 5-7, 2008 in Buena Vista.  By now you 
should have received your registration and delegate forms.  Please plan to attend as there will 
be some surprise sessions which will be enjoyable.  Hope to see you in Buena Vista. 
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CANDIDACY FOR NARFE  REGION VII  VICE PRESIDENT  
 
To all Federation NARFE members: 
 
I am announcing my candidacy for the Region VII Vice President position.  My NARFE 
experience began in 1998 as Chapter Treasurer, Chapter President, Federation 1st Vice 
President (2003-2005) and Federation President (2005-07), re-elected in 2007.  I have chaired 
the Federation Scholarship Committee and served on the Federation Budget and Finance 
Committee.  In 2004 I was the Colorado State Convention Coordinator and in 2005 the Region 
VII Conference Coordinator.  In 2006 I was among a chosen few to be a member of the Special 
Task Force to develop NARFE leaders held in San Antonio, TX.  The National President 
appointed me to Chair the Resolutions Committee at the National Convention in Albuquerque, 
New Mexico in 2006. 
 
I retired from the Central Intelligence Agency (C.I.A.) in 1998 after 20 years of service, six of 
which were in Africa.  Seventeen years prior to my federal service, I was 
a Missionary Nun including eight years in Africa.  My education includes an AA Degree from 
Immaculate Jr. College in Washington, D.C., a year of studies in London, England and 
extensive training with the C.I.A. 
 
My goals for the office of Region VII Vice President are to strengthen communication, provide 
training as needed to pursue NARFE objectives, actively focus on and support federal 
employees and retirees particularly, FERS members’ retirement needs; inform members about 
Legislative issues, primarily retirement issues, income and health care benefits; help develop a 
consistent membership recruitment program that clearly articulates the benefits of NARFE 
membership for federal employees and retirees; promote the advantages of NARFE’s Service 
Officer as a means of helping Federal employees cope with dwindling Human Resource 
assistance. 
 
As part of my campaign, I intend to attend the Wyoming, Utah and New Mexico Conventions 
as well as Colorado’s. 
 
 If anyone would like to contribute to my campaign, please send a check to:  Eva Heller, 
Campaign Treasurer, 2732 South Garfield Street, Denver, CO 80210-6622, payable to Leiker 
Campaign 2008.  I ask for your support and count on you. 
 
Thank you kindly, 
Martha Leiker 
 
 

NEWSLETTER FEDERATION/CHAPTER PRESIDENT FEATURE  
With this issue of the newsletter, we will begin to feature one Federation Officer and one 
Chapter President or District Vice President in each newsletter we publish.   
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MEET EVA HELLER, FEDERATION TREASURER  
 

Eva joined NARFE in 1982.  She has been a member of Chapter 
1119 since 1994.  She has served as Chapter 1119 President twice 
and Treasurer once.  She also serves as Editor of the Chapter 
Newsletter.  Eva is also currently the Federation Treasurer and 
Federation FEEA Chair.  She previously served as Federation 
NARFE/Alzheimer’s Coordinator and as Region VII Alzheimer’s 
Coordinator.  Eva and her husband, Marvin, who died in 2004 with 
Alzheimer’s, were featured in the September 2003 NARFE 
magazine’s Alzheimer’s cover story.  Eva has received several 
awards which include the DFEB/NARFE Federal Retiree 
Exceptional Community Service Award in recognition of her Sand 
Art Brownie Project that had raised over $5,000 for the 
NARFE/Alzheimer’s Fund;  Citation for Distinguished Service 

(1999) as Federation Treasurer; the Federation Hall of Fame Award in 2002 and a Federation 
President’s Privilege Award (2007) in recognition for service as Region VII Alzheimer’s 
Coordinator and Colorado Federation of Chapters Alzheimer’s Chair.  She received a 
Certificate of Appreciation for outstanding volunteer service with FEEA following the 2005 
Hurricane Katrina crisis.  Eva does volunteer work in the community for El Jebel Shrine during 
their Outreach and Telemedicine Clinics for children and serves as the Treasurer for the Caring 
Ladies Shrine Widows Group.  She also has participated in Habitat for Humanity in 
Mississippi.  She is a widow and has two grown daughters and two grandchildren. 

 
 

MEET EVA FRUIT, PRESIDENT, CHAPTER 351  
GRAND JUNCTION  

 
Eva joined NARFE in 1993 after moving from San Francisco to Grand 
Junction.  On her first day at a meeting she volunteered be the Chapter 
newsletter editor, and she has continued in that capacity since then.  In 
1997 she became the Chapter 2nd Vice President/Membership Chair; then 
in 1998 the President of the Chapter.  She has held this position since 
then.  Eva served as Federation secretary for a short time, but distance 
played a role in not continuing.  She was selected as Secretary of the Year 
in Bookcliff Chapter in Grand Junction, competing in the Colorado-
Wyoming-Montana Division.  She was again chosen as Secretary of the 
Year in the San Francisco Chapter and competed in the California 
Division.  Eva worked at Lowry AFB after having worked at the San 
Francisco Station Hospital and the Flight Engineer School.  She has 
participated in many NARFE Health Fairs and Pre-Retirement Seminars.  
She was also featured in “Faces in NARFE” in the Retirement Life, 

January 2002 edition.  She has volunteered at the VA Hospital Library in Grand Junction, a 
Victim’s Advocate for the Mesa County Sheriff’s Department, and as a translator for the 
Sheriff’s Department having completed the translation of a booklet for the Sheriff’s 
Department.  Eva began her Federal career in 1952 and retired in 1984 from the 
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UCSF/Veterans Administration Medical Center in San Francisco in 1984.  She is the 11th child 
of 16 children. 

 
FEDERATION MEMBERSHIP RECRUITMENT AND RETENTION  

Betty Lucero-Turner, 1st VP reported that during the year 2007, the Chapters across the state 
recruited a total of 540 new members.  Of that total, 197 were current Federal employees.   
Chapter volunteers participated in 34 of the 53 health fairs around the state.  Two thousand two 
hundred sixty seven current federal employees visited the Health Fairs, with 1174 (52%) 
stopping at the NARFE table to get information.  This year, Chapter volunteers also manned 
NARFE tables at 8 Pre-Retirement Seminars where 457 current federal employees attended.  
Two hundred ninety three (64%) were FERS and 164 (36%) were CSRS.   
 
NARFE is testing a special recruitment and retention rewards program for chapters.  The test 
began January 1 and will end on June 30, 2008.  Cash prizes will be awarded in two categories 
– new member recruitment and member retention.  Each category will include two contests.  
One will be based on gross numbers, and the other will be based on percentages to level the 
playing field between small and large chapters.  There will be a total of 12 winners.  The 
reward for each category will be:  first place winner will receive $500; second place winner 
will receive $300, and third place winner will receive $200.  The NARFE chapter winners will 
be given special recognition and a check at the 2008 NARFE National Convention. 

 
FEDERATION LEGISLATIVE UPDATE  

Jack Powell, 2nd VP, reported that a Federation Legislative meeting was held February 20, 
2008.  The committee discussed the congressional district coordinator teams.   All but two 
members of the Colorado congressional delegation are co-sponsors of NARFE-supported 
legislation.  Further discussions will take place with the Colorado Senior Lobby on state 
issues/legislation affecting seniors and candidate forums will try to piggy-back on other 
organizations.  The 2008 Legislative Plan was also discussed.  It includes maintaining contact 
with Congressional offices, processing legislative alerts as appropriate; and developing 
legislative resolutions with more emphasis on FERS. 
  

FEDERATION TREASURER’S REPORT  
 

   Balance on Hand as of 2/29/08:  $2,741.03 
   Savings Account as of 2/29/08: $16,089.55 
   Certificate of Deposit as of 2/29/08:  $5,000 
   TOTAL AS OF 2/29/08: $23,830.58 
    

 
NATIONAL CONVENTION  

This year the NARFE National Convention is being held in Louisville, Kentucky, September 7-
12.  Details for registering and making hotel reservations are available in the recent NARFE 
Magazines.  In addition to the election of National Officers and Regional Field Vice Presidents, 
the delegates will be voting on such issues as: one person-one vote, a standard dues schedule 
for all members, reducing the number of National Officers and a host of other Bylaw 
Amendments and General Resolutions.   
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STATE CONVENTION  

The 46th Annual State Convention, hosted by District II,  will be held in Buena Vista on May 
5th, 6th, and 7th.    Lodging and meetings will be at the Trail West Lodge, Buena Vista.  
Convention and room registration deadline is April 15, 2008.   

 
SCHOLARSHIP AND ALZHEIMER’S  

The Colorado Federation of NARFE sponsors a scholarship in the amount of $1,000.  We 
believe that education is essential for success in our society, and, to that end, we are making 
this scholarship available.  The scholarship will be awarded to a child or a grandchild of a 
permanent current federal employee living or permanently assigned within the geographical 
boundaries of the State of Colorado.  The applicant must have a 3.0 cumulative GPA (grade 
point average) on an unweighted scale.   Applications must be postmarked by March 21, 2008.  
Please contact Freddie Dempster at 720-283-7621 if you have questions.   

 
DUES WITHHOLDING  

The Federation is offering a $5.00 rebate to members who sign up for Dues Withholding 
instead of paying dues yearly.  Dues Withholding saves you money and time.  You receive the 
same 15% discount on national dues as members who renew for three years.  Membership dues 
may be deducted for yourself and your spouse.  Please contact your Chapter Treasurer to 
receive the Dues Withholding Form D/W-2 and the application to request the $5.00 rebate.  
You may also use the D/W form in the NARFE Magazine.  If you are not sure when your 
current dues expire, look on your NARFE magazine mailing label! 

 
NOTEWORTHY NEWS ITEMS  

President Bush signed the economic stimulus package on February 14, 2008.  It includes one-
time tax rebate checks (stimulus payments) to be mailed to tens of millions of Americans.  The 
stimulus package also includes $300 rebates for 20 million low-income older Americans.  
Individuals who might not otherwise be required to file a 2007 tax return will need to file a 
return this year to receive the stimulus payment.  Their 2007 tax return must show at least 
$3,000 in qualifying income.  This is an IRS program and specific questions about the stimulus 
payments should be referred to the IRS at its web site (www.irs.gov/). 

 
COLORADO ROUNDUP 

 
 
Chapter 293 - Boulder 
Shown to the left are Charlotte Morrison, 22-year 
member of NARFE and Chapter 293 members who 
gathered at her home to present Charlotte with the 
NARFE Chapter 293 Service Award.  She was the 
Chapter Entertainment Chairperson for many years 
– always coming up with very interesting and 
pertinent programs!  Her husband, William 
Morrison, was past president of Chapter 293 from 
1992-1998. 
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Chapter 1072 – Aurora 
 

Chapter 1072 is celebrating its 40th birthday.  The chapter was established in April 1968, and 
we are having a birthday party during our chapter meeting on April 7th, at the Country Buffet, 
1026 S. Sable Avenue (Sable and Mississippi), Aurora.  Everyone is invited to come out, help 
us celebrate and brainstorm ideas for the future of the chapter.  We meet for a no-host lunch at 
11:00 a.m.; the meeting/celebration begins at 12:00 noon.  For more information, contact 
President Hazel Birtle at 303-307-4732 or hbbirtle@aol.com. 
 

 
LIFE MEMBERSHIP AWARD  

 
At the January National Active and Retired Federal Employees 
Chapter #355 (Greeley) meeting, Ed Schneider, District Vice 
President for Colorado NARFE District IV, was recognized with a 
Life Membership Award from the National Association of Postal 
Carriers for his 50 consecutive years of participation and 
membership.  Ed worked for the U. S. Postal Service for 31 years 
before he retired in 1985.  CONGRATULATIONS, ED! 
 
 
 

 
 

 
 
 

LIFE MEMBERSHIP AWARD  
 

Al Maise, District Vice President for Colorado NARFE District VI 
was recognized with a Life Membership Award from the National 
Association of Postal Carriers for his 50 consecutive years of 
participation and membership.  Al worked for the U. S. Postal 
Service for 31 years before he retired in 1977. 
CONGRATULATIONS, AL! 
 
 
 

 
We realize there may be other members who received Life Membership Awards, and we 
extend our congratulations to them as well! 
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CELEBRATION OF CHAPTER ANNIVERSARIES  
 

The following Chapters are celebrating anniversaries in 2008.    Congratulations to all! 
 
  5th Anniversary   15th Anniversary   
 
  Columbine Chapter #2339  Alamosa-Monte Vista Chapter #2277 
 
  40th Anniversary   55th Anniversary 
  La Junta Chapter #1054  Colorado Springs Chapter #241 
  Aurora Chapter #1072  Fort Collins Chapter #256 
  Adams County Chapter #1076 Grand Junction Chapter #351 
  Lakewood Chapter #1085  Greeley Chapter #0355 
  Arapahoe Chapter #1089  Boulder Chapter #293 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

FEDERATION OFFICERS  
Martha Leiker, President, 303-430-4794, e-mail:  leikerm@earthlink.net , fax: 720-540-
3007 
Betty Lucero-Turner, 1st Vice President/Membership - 720-733-1497, e-mail:  
npllkhm1111@aol.com 
Jack Powell, 2nd Vice President/Legislation – 303-755-2484, no e-mail 
Dorothy White, Secretary – 303-568-9113, e-mail:  whited703@aol.com 
Eva Heller, Treasurer – 303-756-4551, e-mail:  evaheller@juno.com 


