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COLORADO FEDERATION 
         OF CHAPTERS 
               NEWSLETTER 
                  April, May, June 2008 

 
MESSAGE FROM THE PRESIDENT:  Martha Leiker 

 
A few weeks ago we were in the scenic Buena Vista for our state 
convention. Dan Adcock, Assistant National Legislative Director, our 
keynote speaker, presented much information to ponder.  Russ Boor, 
Region VII Vice President, gave his farewell speech as he has decided 
to step down. We will miss his entertaining manner and the information 
he imparted to all of us.  Russ and Nadine will always be welcome in 
Colorado.  All members participated in sessions concerning Legislation, 
Investment Fraud and How to Handle Stress.  There were many awards 
presented as pictured elsewhere in this newsletter.  Congratulations to 
the recipients.  Since this was not an election year, the present officers 
will remain in office until May 2009.   
 

Now it’s time to look forward in anticipation of the National Convention in Louisville, KY.  You 
should have received your delegate forms by now and I hope all the chapters will have some 
representation at the convention.  If not, please designate someone to carry your proxy, otherwise 
we lose your vote. 
 
Some of the issues to be discussed and voted on will be the single dues structure, one member one 
vote (OMOV), the elimination of the National Vice President position, the proposed establishment 
of a Chief Operating Officer position and many Legislative issues.  Resolutions books will be sent 
to all the delegates in July so you will have ample time to discuss the resolutions with your chapter 
members.  The National Convention Resolutions & Bylaw/Standing Rule Amendments can be 
viewed on the NARFE website, www.narfe.org.  Click on the National Convention box.   
 
To prepare for the National Convention there will be a pre-convention delegates meeting on August 
23, 2008 at the American Legion (Yale & I-25) beginning at 10:00 a.m., at which time the 
Resolutions will be discussed in detail.  I hope all the delegates will attend this meeting. 
 
For the past few months the NARFE magazine has portrayed the members who are running for the 
National officer positions as well as the Regional Vice Presidents. I ask the delegates to make a 
point of introducing yourselves to these candidates and question them.  
 
I encourage you on your continued recruitment efforts.  The “grassroots” level is what drives this 
organization.  Have a great summer! 
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2008 STATE CONVENTION – BUENA VISTA, COLORADO 

 
 
 
State Convention -2008 
Buena Vista, Colorado 
L to R:  Jack Powell, Dan Adcock, 
Russ Boor, Martha Leiker, Esther 
Russell, Eva Heller, and Dorothy 
White 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 

 
 
 

Dan Adcock, Assistant National 
Legislative Director, leading a 

legislative discussion 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 

MEET JACK POWELL, 2 ND VICE-PRESIDENT, COLORADO FEDERATION  
 
Jack was born in Las Animas, Colorado and graduated from Bent County 
High School.  He attended and graduated from the University of Colorado 
with a Bachelor of Science Degree in Business.  He served in the United 
States Air Force and had 32 years of Federal civilian service.  His last 
position prior to retiring was with the Air Force Accounting and Finance 
Center as Director, Settlement and Adjudication.  He is a long-time 
member of the Air Force Association, having served in several capacities, 
including Chapter and State President, Regional Vice President, National 
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Director, and Chair of the Audit Committee.  He is currently on the Air Force Association Audit 
Committee.    Jack has served as NARFE Chapter 1119 President and Chair of the Federation’s 
Audit and Finance Committee.  He is currently serving as the Federation 2nd Vice President for 
Legislation.   Jack has contributed many hours in his community having served as President and 
Youth Coach for the Aurora Soccer Club, President and Lt. Governor for the Aurora Civitan, 
member of the Aurora Chamber of Commerce, Defense Council Chair; served as Association of 
Government Accountants Chapter President and Vice President; Association of Military 
Accountants as President, and member of the Lowry Foundation Board. 

 
 

MEET JANE HUTCHINS, PRESIDENT, CHAPTER #1054-LA JUN TA                
 

Jane was born in Oxnard, California and raised in Gage, Oklahoma.  She 
received her BS degree and teaching certificate from Oklahoma State 
University and immediately went to work in 1965 as a USDA faculty for 
CSU Extension in Las Animas as 4-H/Home Demonstration Agent where 
she met and married Don Hutchins.  Jane worked for 21 years as an Area 
Family Living Specialist in seven counties in southeast Colorado and 3 
years as University of Nevada Extension Administrator.  Jane has a 
masters degree in counseling from the University of Arizona and received 
her administration certification as school principal and superintendent in 
1990 and 1994 respectively.  She retired from the University of Reno in 
1998 when she returned to La Junta and joined NARFE La Junta Area 

Chapter in 1054.  She has served as Vice President for Legislation and Chapter President for 5 
years.  She initiated a quarterly newsletter, pre-retirement seminar and National Volunteer Week for 
her Chapter.  She has served as Awards Chairman for the Federation and legislative coordinator for 
the 3rd Congressional District.  Jane assisted in hosting the Federation Convention in 2007 and 
conducted the Memorial Service.  She received the Meritorious Service Award in 2006 and the 
President’s Privilege Award in 2008 for presenting pre-retirement seminars, participation parades, 
and listing FEHBP changes during open season for her chapter.   

 
 

2008 FEDERATION AWARDS 
The following Federation awards were presented by Martha Leiker, Federation President, during the 
2008 State Convention. 

 
HALL OF FAME AWARD:  
Jack G. Powell 
Capitol City Chapter #1119 
Jack received the Federation’s prestigious “Hall of Fame” award for his astute 
leadership and continued efforts in the Legislative field. 
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MERITORIOUS AWARD:  
 
At Left:  Winston “Scotty” Scott, Boulder Chapter #293 

 
 
 
 
 

 
Not pictured, but also receiving a Meritorious Award was Betty Lucero-Turner, Federation 1st Vice-
President, and Treasurer, Southeast Aurora Chapter 1769. 

 
 

PRESIDENT’S PRIVILEGE AWARD  
 

Esther C. Russell, Capitol City Chapter #1119 
 
 
 
 

 
Jane Hutchins,  
La Junta Chapter #1054 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
Harold E. Worth 

Fort Collins Chapter 293 
 
 
 
 
 

 
Helen Boling 
Arapahoe Chapter #1089 
Receiving award on her behalf:  Ed Pietsch, 
Chapter President 
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Gene Gilda Schelly 
Greeley Chapter #355 

Receiving award on her behalf:  Lee Beebe,  
Chapter President 

 
 
 
 
 
 
Also receiving a President’s Privilege Award was Henry “Hank” Kaplan, Capitol City Chapter 
#1119 (not pictured). 

 
 

CHAPTER AND INDIVIDUAL RECRUITMENT AWARDS  
The following Chapters were recognized and awarded a Certificate of Accomplishment for their 
efforts in recruiting retired employees during 2007. 

 
 
Pueblo Chapter #118 
Receiving Award on behalf of Chapter: Paul Youtsey, 
Chapter President 
 
 
 
 
 
Arvada Chapter #1040 
Receiving Award on behalf of Chapter:  Bill North, 
Chapter President 

 
 
 
 
 

 
 

 
Colorado Springs Chapter #241 
Receiving Award on behalf of Chapter:  Larry Lightfoot, 
Chapter President 
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Not pictured above, but also receiving an award was Upper Colorado River Chapter #1449. 

 
The following chapters received Certificates of Accomplishment for efforts undertaken to recruit 
active federal employees. 
 

Upper Arkansas Valley Chapter #2286 
Receiving Award on behalf of Chapter:  Billie Love, 

Chapter President 
 
 

 
 
 
 

 
 

Boulder Chapter #293 
Receiving Award on behalf of Chapter:  Winston Scott, 

Chapter President 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
Lakewood Chapter #1085 

Receiving Award on behalf of Chapter:  Lynn Jamison 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
Not pictured but also receiving an award, Loveland Chapter #821. 
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The following three members were recognized for their individual efforts in recruiting new 
members.  They were awarded a Certificate of Accomplishment.   
 

Ken Bowen 
Lakewood Chapter 1085 
Top Recruiter:  27 new members 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 

 
John Conroy 
Colorado Springs Chapter 241 
Recruited:  12 new members 
Receiving on behalf of John Conroy, 
Larry Lightfoot, President, Chapter #241 
 
 
 
 

 
 

 
James Emerson 
Lakewood Chapter 1085 
Recruited:  10 new members 
Receiving on behalf of James Emerson, 
Lynn Jamison, Chapter #1085 
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COMMUNITY SERVICE AWARDS  
 
During the State Convention, Community Service Awards were given to Marjorie E. Jung, La 
Junta Chapter #1054, and Kenneth C. Melcher, Capitol City Chapter #1119.   
 
 

CHAPTER ANNIVERSARIES  
 

During the 2008 State Convention, several chapters celebrated anniversaries.  Russ Boor, Regional 
Vice President, made the presentations as follows: 
 
The following chapters celebrated their 55th chapter anniversary: 
 

    
Colorado Springs Chapter #241    Fort Collins Chapter #256 
Larry Lightfoot, President          Eugene “Red” Doering, President 
 
 

 
 
 

 
 
  
 

 
 
 
 

Greeley Chapter #355     Boulder Chapter #293 
Lee Beebe, Chapter President    Winston Scott, Chapter President 
 
 
Also celebrating a 55th Chapter Anniversary was Grand Junction Chapter #351. 
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The following chapters celebrated their 40th chapter anniversary: 
 

 
La Junta Chapter #1054                Aurora Chapter #1072 
Jane Hutchins, President                Hazel Birtle, President 
 

 

 
Lakewood Chapter #1085            Adams County Chapter #1076 
Ken Bowen, Chapter President           Rick Graham, Chapter President 
 
 
Also celebrating a Chapter 40th Anniversary was Arapahoe Chapter #1089. 
 
 
The following chapters celebrated their 15th Anniversary. 
 
Alamosa-Monte Vista Chapter #2277. 
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The following chapter celebrated its  5th Anniversary. 
 
 

 
Columbine Statewide Chapter #2339 
Robert Warren, Chapter President 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 

SERVICE AWARD  
 

Dan Adcock, NARFE National Legislative Director, 
presents Robert Sullivan, Fort Collins Chapter #256, the 

Region VII Service Award  
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

FEDERATION LEGISLATIVE UPDATE  
The delegates at the State Convention adopted a proposed Resolution prepared by the Federation 
Legislative Committee for consideration at the National Convention.  It directs the Association at 
the national level to take a broader look at the needs and desires of Federal employees, particularly 
those that will retire under the FERS program, and address them through the legislative process. 
 
 

FEDERATION TREASURER’S REPORT  
   Balance on Hand (Chkg. Acct) as of  5/01/08:  $1,686.01 
   Expenses as of 5/31/08:  $3,985.44 
   Balance on Hand 5/31/08:  (Chkg. Acct):  3,209.44 
   Savings Account as of 5/31/08: $13,638.72 
   Certificate of Deposit as of 5/31/08:  $5,000 
   TOTAL AS OF 5/31/08: $21,848.16 
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FEEA  

Eva Heller reported that $378.25 had been collected for FEEA as of May 31, 2008. 
 

 
NARFE SCHOLARSHIPS 

Chapter #1119 members Eva Heller and Hank Kaplan and Bob Warren, Chapter #2339/#1085 
opened and sorted 632 submitted scholarship applications.  The applicants’ information will be 
entered into a data base at the FEEA Office, sorted by Regions, and mailed out for scholarship 
selection.  Colorado will be judging the applications for Region VII.  The Colorado Committee 
members reviewing the applications were Rick Graham and Geoffrey O’Neill.    Jamie Everman 
from Lakewood, Colorado was the winner.  His mother, Cheryl, works for the National Park 
Service.   

 
2009 COLORADO FEDERATION CONVENTION UPDATE  

Hazel Birtle, 2009 Convention Coordinator 
The 2009 Colorado Federation Convention will be held May 15-17, 2009, at the Red Lion Hotel, 
4040 Quebec Street, Denver.  The Red Lion is a very nice hotel with excellent meeting facilities and 
recently renovated sleeping rooms, which the hotel committee was able to secure for a great rate of 
only $78 a night plus tax.  In an effort to reach out to our Active Federal Employees (AFEs) and 
make it easier for them to participate, our 2009 convention will run from Friday evening through 
Sunday afternoon.  Planning for the convention has already begun, and I can assure you that you are 
not going to want to miss this one – so put it on your calendar NOW! 

 
NOTEWORTHY NEWS ITEMS  

Warning Signs for Older Drivers – Driving behavior can and does cause safety problems. The 
following lists some of those signs:  forgetting how to locate familiar places; failing to observe 
traffic signals; making slow or poor decisions; driving at inappropriate speeds; becoming angry and 
confused while driving; hitting curbs; poor lane control; confusing the brake and gas pedals; other 
drivers often honk horn, and not anticipating potential dangerous situations.   Many of the less 
serious issues may be overcome with changes in driving behavior or physical fitness, while the 
more serious behaviors may require your immediate action. Since driving ability seldom changes 
drastically in a short time, you should be able to track changes over time to get a clear picture of 
overall driving ability.  Visit www.thehartford.com/talkwitholderdrivers to look for a pattern of 
warning signs and for an increase in the frequency of occurrence. 
 
NIH Senior Health - A website for older adults is easily accessible if you are seeking reliable, easy 
to understand online health information.  This site was developed by the National Institute of Aging 
(NIA) and the National Library of Medicine (NLM), both part of the National Institute of Health.  It 
features authoritative and up-to-date health information from Institutes and Centers at NIH.  Each 
health topic includes general background information, open-captioned videos, quizzes and 
frequently asked (FAQs).  New topics are added to the site on a regular basis.  The website’s senior-
friendly features include large print, short, easy-to-read segments of information and simple 
navigation.  A “talking” function reads the text aloud and special buttons to enlarge the text or turn 
on high contrast make text more readable.  The website address is: 
http://nihseniorhealth.gov/listoftopics.html 
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COLORADO ROUNDUP 

 
Greeley Chapter 355 – Lee Beebe, President 

At the recent State Convention, President Martha Leiker presented the Chapter with a plaque paying 
tribute to our 55th Anniversary. She also awarded long time member Gene Gilda Schelly the 
Colorado Federation President’s Privilege Award for her many hours and years of volunteering in 
the community.  The Chapter recognized four additional members for their community volunteering 
with a certificate.  They are Doris Bunting, Rose Vaughan, Dorothea Kler and James Soeth.  The 
combined hours for the five exceeds 34,000, beginning the mid 1970’s to date. 
 

La Junta Chapter 1054 – Jane Hutchins, President 
La Junta Chapter 1054 will be celebrating their 40th Anniversary as a NARFE Chapter on July 9th at 
2:00 p.m. in La Junta at the Senior Center, 114 East 2nd Street.   The Kitchen Klutter Band from Las 
Animas will be entertaining.  We hope to see you there! 
 

Aurora Chapter 1072 – Hazel Birtle, President 
Chapter 1072 has cancelled their Saturday quarterly meeting for Active and Post-Retirement 
working members.  Unfortunately, there was not sufficient interest from the chapter’s working 
members to justify continuing with this effort on our own.  We do not plan to give up reaching out 
to our working members, so we are hoping to work with other chapters in District I to set up a 
District-wide quarterly meeting.  Through our coordinated District chapter efforts, we feel we will 
get sufficient attendance to enable us to get interesting speakers.  We hope to begin this endeavor in 
August in time to get some of the local candidates for political office to speak to us.  If there is an 
interest on the part of other District I chapters, and you would be willing to help with this effort, 
please contact Hazel Birtle at 303-307-4732 or hbbirtle@aol.com. 
 

Southeast Aurora Chapter 1769 – Dave Turner, President 
Chapter 1769 has had interesting speakers for our  February, April and June meetings.  In February, 
the Aurora Urban Renewal Authority gave a presentation on the urban renewal plans for the 
corridor that runs along Havana, including the old Buckingham Mall.   In April, Allison Carver, 
Program Coordinator, AARP Elderwatch Program did a presentation on issues facing the elderly 
and ways to prevent fraud and abuse.   She was recommended to the Federation as a presenter for 
the State Convention.   In June, Jane Fluekiger, FEP Senior Field Account Manager, for Anthem 
Blue Cross and Blue Shield Colorado played a video by Loretta LaRouche on how to de-stress and 
learn to laugh at stress.    
 
 

FEDERATION OFFICERS  
Martha Leiker, President, 303-430-4794, e-mail:  leikerm@earthlink.net , fax: 720-540-3007 
Betty Lucero-Turner, 1st Vice President/Membership - 720-733-1497, e-mail:  
npllkhm1111@aol.com 
Jack Powell, 2nd Vice President/Legislation – 303-755-2484, no e-mail 
Dorothy White, Secretary – 303-568-9113, e-mail:  whited703@aol.com 
Eva Heller, Treasurer – 303-756-4551, e-mail:  evaheller@juno.com 


